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Preface

In late 2021, while finishing my book on the Personal Property Security Act 
[“PPSA”], I decided to write a companion book on The Commercial Liens Act 
[“CLA”] of Saskatchewan. The CLA is a revolutionary statute, yet it has received 
little attention since coming into force over two decades ago. An exposition is 
long overdue. The CLA is adapted from the Uniform Liens Act, 2000 [“ULA”], a 
model statute promulgated by the Uniform Law Conference of Canada [“ULCC”]. 
It enables service providers to protect their trade credit with proprietary interests 
– liens – in the goods they enhance and preserve. The CLA modernizes and 
rationalizes the law of commercial liens by standardizing rules for attachment, 
perfection, priority and enforcement. 

I encountered many thorny interpretive issues while writing this book, and benefited 
from the insights and experiences of several key individuals including (formal 
titles omitted) Tamara Buckwold, Cynthia Callahan-Maureen, Ronald Cuming 
and Roderick Wood. I am immensely grateful to each of you for sharpening my 
understanding of the CLA. I also wish to thank my editor, Carla Windl, for your 
careful attention to detail during the closing stages of this project. Finally, I owe a 
special heartfelt thanks to all my family and friends for your support and ongoing 
patience throughout the gruelling book-writing process.  

Clayton Bangsund, BEd, JD, LLM, PhD
Associate Professor, University of Saskatchewan, College of Law
Langenburg, Saskatchewan
July 2023
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Prologue

Professor Roderick J. Wood – of the University of Alberta, Faculty of Law – 
came of age as a lawyer and scholar during an era of sweeping personal property 
security legislative reform in his home Province of Saskatchewan. Drawing on his 
extensive experience with personal property security legislative reform, Professor 
Wood developed another innovative idea while preparing a report on the law of 
liens for the Alberta Law Reform Institute [“ALRI”]. In conducting this study, he 
observed many of the same defects that plagued the law of secured transactions 
prior to adoption of the Personal Property Security Act [“PPSA”]. Commercial 
liens in Alberta were governed by an uncoordinated series of ad hoc statutes, 
some obsolescent due to decades of neglect. Professor Wood applied a familiar 
set of PPSA principles to a distinct, yet analogous, body of commercial law. His 
recommendations for reform were not followed by Alberta lawmakers, but they did 
instigate a national uniformity effort that ultimately paved the way to legislative 
reform in Saskatchewan. 
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